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Brilliant Summer Style

Homes with Breathing Room

Bold New Galleries



BY LIN
D

A O
’K

EEFFE  | PHO
TO

G
RAPHS BY LAN

C
E G

ER
BER

VISIO
N 

DESERT

IN THE
M

odular M
agic 

Designed by architect 
Jim

 Jennings and 
m

anufactured by Blue 
Sky Building, this 
2,800-square-foot 
hom

e is crafted from
 a 

series of prefabricated 
com

ponents that w
ere 

assem
bled in a m

atter of 
hours. See Resources.

San Francisco designer M
artha Angus creates a m

od Palm
 Springs getaway
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A M
odern O

asis C
hubby 

chairs and table through 
Room

 & Board create a 
sculptural space for poolside 
lounging. See Resources.A

A PO
P AND CO

NTEM
PO

RARY ART 
collection paired w

ith sculptural furniture and 
a gallery am

bience, gives a cool, collected vibe to 
San Francisco interior designer M

artha A
ngus’s 

Palm
 Springs getaw

ay. H
er m

odular space, a 
stream

lined, high-style hom
e designed by cele-

brated architect Jim
 Jennings, show

cases elem
ents 

ranging from
 w

orks by A
ndy W

arhol and John 
Baldessari to m

idcentury furniture by W
arren 

Jacobs and A
rne Jacobsen to new

 classics from
 

D
esign W

ithin Reach. By bringing a focused 
aesthetic to every aspect of the project, A

ngus has 
created a next-generation retreat that honors the 
area’s m

idcentury heritage. 
The designer previously ow

ned a w
eekend house 

in N
apa Valley. “It w

as idyllic in so m
any w

ays,” 
she recalls. “Picture w

onderful antiques, view
s of 

organic vineyards. But the m
om

ent I set m
y eye on 

a project by Jim
 Jennings that’s not far from

 here, 
I w

as electrified.” She subsequently com
m

issioned 
Jennings, w

ho partnered w
ith Ross H

um
m

el of 

54
sfc&

g  co
ttagesgard

en
s.co

m
  ju

n
e/ju

ly 20
16



San Francisco’s LineO
ffice A

rchitecture. The 
fruit of their three-w

ay collaboration arrived at 
her address on a flatbed truck. M

anufactured by 
Blue Sky Building, her 2,800-square-foot hom

e 
started life as a series of prefabricated com

ponents 
that w

ere assem
bled in a m

atter of hours as if they 
w

ere parts of a life-size erector set. “The system
 

elim
inates the need for obvious support colum

ns 
and visible bracing,” says H

um
m

el. “It allow
ed us 

to create w
ide, unobstructed spans beneath w

hat 
appears to be a hovering roof.”

A
ngus’ thoughtful curation of the gallery-like 

spaces is evident in her period-appropriate collec-
tions of art and design. “In m

y m
ind, art is inter-

active,” says A
ngus. “It’s a living thing.” A

 vibrant 
W

arhol M
ao silkscreen and a m

irrored quote 
from

 cinem
atic sw

inger A
ustin Pow

ers enliven 
the m

ain living space, w
hile w

orks by  Ellsw
orth 

K
elly and Roy Lichtenstein add graphic dim

en-
sion to the m

aster bedroom
. M

eanw
hile, it’s the 

absence of color that m
akes the all-w

hite kitchen 
so striking: W

ith appliances and storage hidden 
w

ithin an island and behind a w
all of flush cabi-

nets, the space is so discrete it m
ight be m

istaken 
for a m

inim
alist installation. 

In The G
roove (TO

P) 
C

ustom
 w

all art by 
Angus sets the stage in 
the entry across from

 a 
Pluto sculpture found 
by the designer at an 
abandoned carousel in 
France. G

raphic D
esign 

(RIG
H

T) In the living 
room

, slip-covered RH 
sofas flank a vintage 
orange coffee table 
purchased at C

hristopher 
Anthony. W

arren Platner 
chairs from

 Bourgeois 
Bohèm

e add a pop of 
blue. C

ustom
-designed 

C
opa C

abana rug w
as 

produced by M
ark 

N
elson. Art above the 

sofa is by C
y Tw

om
bly. 

See Resources.
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Prim
ary Palette (O

PPO
SITE PAG

E, TO
P) An Arne Jacobsen Sw

an chair holds pride of 
place in the den, w

here John Baldessari’s The Studio hangs above the desk. A coffee 
table in the style of Sol Lew

itt is from
 W

right auction house. W
hite Series (O

PPO
SITE 

PAG
E, BO

TTO
M LEFT) In the kitchen, Alexander Begge C

asalino dining chairs surround a 
W

arren Platner table. Sunny Side U
p (O

PPO
SITE PAG

E, BO
TTO

M RIG
H

T) A H
ello Kitty photo 

by C
hris Flach strikes a playful note in the guest casita bathroom

. See Resources.

“I W
ANT THE HO

M
ES I LIVE IN AND CREATE 

TO
 H

AVE SO
U

L; I W
ANT THEM

 TO
 BE PLACES W

HERE 
EVERY ASPECT O

F YO
UR BEING

 FEELS EM
BR

AC
ED

”

D
iebenkorn D

ream
 (ABO

VE) In the casita bedroom
, a pink C

B2 sofa is paired 
w

ith a w
hite W

est Elm
 table. H

anging seat is from
 Serena & Lily. See Resources

58
sfc&

g  co
ttagesgard

en
s.co

m
  ju

n
e/ju

ly 20
16

59
ju

n
e/ju

ly 20
16  co

ttagesgard
en

s.co
m

  sfc&
g



O
utside, an eight-foot-high, w

hite concrete 
w

all sequesters the building and its satellite guest 
casita from

 streets on the property’s eastern and 
northern sides. It also encloses a courtyard that 
extends beyond the house’s w

estern façade of 
w

indow
s and sliding glass doors. Bar, dining and 

lounging areas sidle up to beds of m
anicured grass 

and concrete pavers that surround a 50-foot pool 
and hot tub. But this inner sanctum

 has its extro-
verted side: It’s also a strategic view

ing platform
 

for expansive ranges of the Santa Rosa and San 
Jacinto m

ountains.
“I w

ant all of m
y interiors to literally and sty-

listically stand the test of tim
e,” says A

ngus, “So I 
guess you could call m

e a classicist? I like things 
that endure because m

y fam
ily m

oved around a 
lot w

hen I w
as grow

ing up—
close to three dozen 

tim
es before I w

as an adult,” she explains. “A
s a 

result, I w
ant the hom

es I live in and create to 
have soul; I w

ant them
 to be places w

here every 
aspect of your being feels em

braced.” ✹

C
ool M

ove (LEFT) 
Eight-foot-high 
w

alls provide 
privacy for the 
hom

e’s outdoor 
space, w

hich 
includes a 50-foot 
pool designed by 
Jim

 Jennings and 
built by David Am

es 
Pools. Landscape 
design is by 
Elizabeth Everdell. 
See Resources.
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